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pene OU have fhew’d me, Maffer, 
very Plainly how Solomon 
was Chofen by God, even be- 
fore he was Born: And yet that he was faid 
to be Chofen or Made KING by the People. 
And fo how to underftand that Phrafe of the 
People being faid to Choofe their King. And 
rticularly of Saal, who was Chofen by God, 
and not by the People, as you have fhew’d. So 
that by the PEOPLE’s Choofing no more is 
meant than their Recognizing and Submitting to 
the King, whom God fets over them. : 

(1.) Rehearf The force of that Phrafe will 

‘Appear Plainer to you, when you Confider, 
That it is Ufed in Refpect to God Himéfelf, 
Thus faid Fofhua tothe People, Joth. xxiv. 15. 
If it feem Evil unto you to ferve the Lord, Choofe 
you this day whows you will ferve, whether the Gods 
which yeur Fathers ferved that were on the other 
fide of the Flood; or tbe Gods of the Amorites, in 
whofe Land ye Dwell : But as for me, and my Houfe, 
We will ferve the Lord. Here is Choice of Gods 
laid before the People, and free Liberty given 
them’ to Choofe whom they won'd. 
The like faid the Prophet to them, 1 Kin. 
xviii. 21, How long Halt ye between two Opini- 
ens? If the Lord be God, follow Him 5 but if Baal, 
then follow him. 

Here the People are made Fudges, whether the 
Lord or Baal was the True God, That is, fo far 
asto Determine their own Choice, which of them 
they wou’d Serve, and own as their God. Butl 
hope none willfay, that their Determization did 
Decide the Right, fo as to Make the Lord not 
to be God, if the Voice of the People gave it a- 
gainft Him! 

_ Therefore that Phra/é of the PEOP LE’s Choo- 
fing, do’s not always Imply an Authority in 
them, to Decide the Right. But only to Derer- 
mine their OWn Praftice, For which they are {till 
Anfiverable to God, and to the King, if they take 
the Wrong fide. 

(2-) And it is Plain they may take_fthe 
Wrong fide. For the Voice of the People gave it 
for Ab/alom, againft his Father David. And gave 
Athaliah 7 years Poffeffion of the Throne, againft 
young Joafb: And gave it for Barabbas, againft 
Chriff, when it was left Freely to their own 
Choice; and Pilat was Determin’d to Save their 
King, But the Voice of the People Prevail’d. And 

Entail’d his, Blood on Them and on their, Children. 

é-3.) €ouigry-m. But pray Matter, tell me, 
when God*pave the Kingdom to Saul, was it 
Hereditary? Or only given to him, aud a new 
Choice to be after his Death? 

Rehearf. It was Hereditary. And that it was 
fo underftood; is Plain from that fharp Re- 
proof which Sau! gave his Eldeft Son Fonathan, 
who was to have /wcceeded him, 1 Sam. xx, 30, 
31. Thou Perverfe Rebel ( as our Margin Reads 
it ) do nor I know that thou haft Choofen the Son of 


| which, 





Kingdom to David, And he wou’d not Rebel _ 
again{t God, as his Father did, by feeking to « 

Deftroy David. He acted a Wifer part, ds well as 
more Juf. Knowing it in vain to Strive againft 
God.. He Cultivated an Intire Friendfhip with 
David. Which was the fureft Means to Pre- 


ferve Himfelf, and his Family from being cut 


offby David, when he came to the Crowz, for 
al] the Prefecution of Saul againft him. And he 
made that Agreement with David, on Account 
of the Services he then did him, in Preferving 
him from theRage of Saul: and for the Migh- 
ty Love that was between them. And he took 
an Oath from David to this Purpofe. Thus faid 
Jonathan to him, 1 Sam. xx. 14. And thou fhalt 
not only while I yet Live fhew me the Kindnefs of 
the Lord, that I Die not (for Forathan might 
have furviv’d Saul) But alfo thou fhalt not cut 
off thy Kindne/s from my Honfe for Ever: Ne, not 
when the Lord hath Cut off the Enemies of David, 
every one from the Face of the Earth. So fonathan 
made a Covenant with the Houfe of David, faying, 
let the Lord even Require it at the hands of Davia’s 
Enemies. And Fonathan caufed David to Swear 
again ; becaufe he Loved bim; for he Loved him; 
as bis own Soul. And Chap. xxiii. 17. Sonathan 
fatd to him, Fear not, for the Hand of Saul my 
Father (hail not find thee: And thon {halt be King 
over Hrael, and I {hall be next unto thee. And that 
alfo Saul my Father knoweth, And Saul himfelf 
Confeffed it, Chap. xxiv. 20. And now behold 
(faid he to David, being overcome with Davia’s 
great Generofity and Kindnefsto him.ia Saving 
his Life, the’ he moft unjuftly Perfecuted Da- 
vid, and fought his Life; and that David knew 
he was to Succeed him ) J know well, that thou {hale 
furely be King, and that the Kingdom of Ifrael fall 
be Eftablifhed in thine hand. Swear now therefore 
unto me by the Lord, that thon wilt not cut off 
my Seed after me, aud that thou wilt not Deftrey 
my Name out of my Father's houfe. And David 
Smare unto Saul. Here Saul took the fame Me- 
thod which he had before blam’d in Youathan 
his Sov. 

( 4.) Country-m, It is frequently faid, that 
God did Choofe David to be King; Particu< 
larly 1 Chr. xxviii. 4. which you Quoted to me 
in your laft: But you have; Inftru&ed me, to 
fearch what I can into Matter of Faét, as be- 
ing the fureft Rnle whereby to Underftand the 
Words or Phrafes of Holy Scripture. Now David 
might have been brought to the Throne, by the 
Ordinary Courfe of Providence ; and fo be faid 
to be Chofen of God. But do’s itappear, that God 
did Name him Particularly, and Order him to be 
Anointed, as you have fhew’d me before of Saul? 
For that wou’d Effe@tually Clear the Point, con - 
cerning the Breach of the Hereditary Succeffion, 
was Eftablifhed in the Houfe of Saul; 
that it was God’s own A&; and not the Re- 
bellion, or other Politick of David, tobring it 


Jefle to thine own Confufion—— For ,as long as | about 


the Son of Jeffe liveth upon the Ground, thou fhale | 
: | down, 1 Sam. xvi. Where God’s Rejecting of 

Country-m. It feems ftrange that Jonathan | Saul,and Choofing David in his Room is Par- 
fhou’d have fuch a Love for David; and feek | ticularly told. And Samuel knew no more of 
to Preferve his Life ; if he thought David was | David, than he did of Saul, before he came to 
{| him. All was told Samuel Miraculoufly. And 
| Rehemf, He knew that Gedhad given the | he Commayded by Ged, to Anoint David, to Sue- 


wot be Eftablifhed, nor thy Kingdom. 


} to Supplant himin the Kingdom. 


Rehearf. That Faé you will find Plainly fet 
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(eed Sauls Then tk e Gown, was Transferr’d 
from the Tribe of Benjamin, of which Saul was, 
tothe Tribe of Fudab. And Explains what you 
Read in 1 Chr. xxviii. 4. That God Chofe Fx- 
dah, of which David was, tobe the-Ruler. This 
is the Fatt by which that was brought to pafs. 
Not barely by the Ordinary Courfe of Providence, 
in Difpofing of Events : But by Goa’s Exprefs Or- 
der, out of His own Mouth, Which Renders 
the whole Matter Sure and Certain. And cuts 
off the Pretences of Ufurpers, of eoming to the 
Crown by Providence, againft the Right, and 
Breaking the Rule of Hereditary Succeffion. For 
which fome have taken Precedent from this of 
David, in his Breaking in upon the Succeffion 
wkich-was Eftablifl’d in the Houfe of Saul, As 
if only brought to pafs by Common Providence, 
* without any Exprefs Command of Ged. And fo 
fet up Providence againft Precept, for the Rule of 
our Aétions. And make Every Profperous Wick- 
ednefs, the A& of God! For which Reafon, I 
have taken fo much Pains to Clear this Iaftance 
of David, that 1 might Difarm the Rebels of all 
Subterfuge from thence. 

(5..) Country-m. You have now Carry’d me, 
Mafter, through the State of the Theo-Crafie. 
And of the three firft Kings, all Immediately 
Appointed by God himfelf. I defire to know 
how it went afterwards, in the Ordinary Suc- 
ceffion of their Kings. That we may Carry on 
the State of the Yews Parallel to what you have 
fhew’d of the 4 Great Monarchies: And fee what 
Variations there were, and the Confequences of 
their Breaking that Rule of Government and Suc- 
ceffion which was Given them, 

Rhearf. The firft Breach in the Rule of the 
Hereditary Succeffion, was made by Feroboam, who 
Carry’d off Ten Tribes with him, againft Rebo- 
boam the Eldcft Son of Solomon. And the Coft 
Sequences were very Difmal, Not only the Divi- 
fion of the Nation into two Kingdoms, which ne- 
ver Heal’dfrom that Day to this ; But the Mi- 
ferable Deftruftion and Confufion ypon the Ten 
Tribes ; befides the Corruption of their Religion, 
and their falling into /dolatry, vifibly Occafion’d 
by this Defettion of Feroboam, who fet up the 
Calves of Dan and Bethel, to Hinder the People 
from going up to Ferufalem to Worfhip ; le& they 
fhou’d Return totheir Allegeance to the Law- 
ful Heir. 1 Kin. xii. 17. Whence this became 
the Epithet of Feroboam, Who made Ijrael to Sin. 
After this, there was no Regular Hereditary 
Succeffion in the Kingdom of I[rael: But Perpe- 
tual Killing and Deftroying one Another. Of 
which I gave you fome Inftances before, N. 53. 
And now add this to it, that ofall their Kings, 
in Number 1g. that were fet up by the People, 
there was not one Good. This is Recorded of 
them in the Holy Scriptures. Till at lafta Mi- 
ferable Evd was put to that Wretched King- 
dom. The People being Carry’d away Captive 
into Affyria. And there Loft. Never Heard of 
fince, Allthe ews now known in the World be- 
ing of the Two Loyal Tribes, who adher’d to 
their Lawfull King, and the Hereditmry Succeffion. 

TheCondition of this Kingdom of Ifrael, as 
diftin&® from that of Fudab, was very like 
what Ibefore Mention’d N. 72. Of the 4th. 
Empire , that of the Romans, Part Iron, and Part 
of Clay; part AZenarchy, and Part Popular, which 
wou'd never A4ix; but Occafion’d Endlefs Cox-: 

fufion and Slaughter. \ 

Country-m. But it is Anfwer’d to this, That | 
Feroboam was as much fet up by God, as Solomon, | 
or David. For that, as itis Related 1 K¥y. xi. 
26. Gc. a Prophet told Fereboam, That God 
wou'd Rend Ten Trsbes from the Hoxfe of Da- 
vid, and give them to him. And ver. 38. That 


if he woud keep the Laws of God, He wou'd | 
Build hin: a fure Honfe as he Built for David, 3 


And Chap- xii, 24. He hinder’d Reboboam from | 


5 * Be . 
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Fighting againft Fereboam, with this Reafor oc 
thy is from Me; {aid God. = fe 
Rehearf. lf God did fet up Fereboain, he 
Lewfull and Rightfull King. But if fo in 4% 
Nothing againft the Ufe for which I broy tt 
it, thatis, The Breach of the Hereditary emt 
Succeffion, For that was not Obferv’d jn “ 
Sugceffion of the Kixgs of Irael, after Feroboar, . 
And was the Caufe of the Adifery and Confiyfy, 
re follow’d. So that my Argument holds Goog 

lile 

But, Secondly, I fay, That God’s fore-teljin 
what a Man will do, and what will be the Even. 
of it, is no Argument of God’s Approving it 
Thus, 2 Kin. viii. 8. &c. Elifha told Haz 
That he fhou’d Murder his A4after, be King of 
Syria, Dath Children, Rip up Women withthilg 
and fuch Barbarities, that Huzael faid, But Wat, 


is thy Servant a Dog;that he fhon’d do thisGreatthing, 

And for God’s faying, That if Feroboam wou'd keep His 
Lam, He wou'd Build hima Sure Houfe. No doubt, Gog 
who is the Soveraign Difpofer of the whole Earth, may, for 
the Sins of a Family, or Nation, or other wife Ends of Pro 
vidence, Permit Rebellions and Ufurpations to Profper, and 
the Right Line to be Extin®. And may Builda Sure Aonfe 
even for Ufurpers. Andall this, by His Permiffive Provj- 
dence, without Fuftifying the Alt of Rebellion, or Ufurpation, 
See before Num.66, Head 4. where I think this is made 
Plain. 

But God's faying He wou’d Builda fure Houfe to Fero- 
boam, as He Built tor David, fhews that the Bleffing here 
Promis’d to Feroboam, was that of Hereditary Monarchy. 
Asit was in Fudab, in-the Pofterity of David. And for 
want of which all thofe Miferies betell the Kixgdom of the 
ten Tribes. Sothat this isa ftrong Confirmation of all That 
for which I brought this Inftance of Feroboam. . 

Laftly, as to that Expreffion, This thing is from God, it 
may very well be Underftood of God’s Permiffive Provi- 
dence only. There are much ftronger Expreffions which 
cannet be Underftood otherwife, As where God faysto 
David, 2. Sam, Xiie 11. J will take thy Wives before thing 
Eyes, and give them unto thy Neighbour, and be {hall Lie with 
thy Wives in the Sight of this Sun. And 1 fuppofe no Bods 
willfay, That God did Approve of Abfalom tris she wih 
His FATHER’ s Wives; far lefs Command it. 

So that, as I faid to you before, Fad is the Sureft way 
whereby to Underftand Words. I fuppofe David did not 

know what Neighboar of his it was to whom God 'faid He 
woud Give his Wives. Nor how it wasto be Fulfilld. 
But when we tee how it was Fulfi’d, then it is Jmpoffible for 
Usto think, That God did Give thefe Wives to his Sow, O- 
theewife than by Permitting it, as a Juft Punifhment for 
David's Sin againft Uriah. 

No Man willfay, That GOD Deceives, or Poliutes, or 
that His Laws arenot Good. Yet he fays, Ezek. xiv. 9. 
If a Prophet be Deceived — Ithe Lord have Deceived that 
Prophets. And Chap. xx. 25. I gave them Statutes that were 
not Good. And Ver. 26. I Polluted them in their own Giftss 
That is, He fuffer’d them to Pollute themfelves,and to Dea 
ceive themfelves, for their many Provocations, which are 
there Repeated : And to follow the Wicked Laws and Sta- 
tutes which Themjfelves had made. Thus #e is {aid to Do 
what He only Permitstobe Done. And in this Senfe we 
muft Underftand 2, Theff.2. 11. And fent them ftrong De- 
Jufion, that they fhou’d Believe ailie. And he gives the 
Reafon, For this Caufe, {ays He, Becaufe they they Loved not 
the Trish, but {had Pleafure in Unrighteoufnefs. Therefore 
He lett them to the Deceivablenefs of Unrighteoufne/s. 
And thus we muft Underftand God’s beingfaid to Harden 
the Heart of Pharaoh. Thatis, God fittfer’d him to Aar- 
den his own Heart As you will find it in the Aiftory of the 
Fatt, Related in Exodus. The Fa#do’sExplainit. Heis 
there faid to Harden hisown Heart. 

Now let us look into the Faé# by which Feroboam came 
to the Crown, and how that Prophefie of Abijah was Fulfill'd; 

And then we may Perceive whether it was ot God,other= 
wife than by Permitting it. at , 

Firft, Abijab was not fent to Anoint Jeroboam Kin 
Nor diddo it. As Samuel did to Saul and"*soDavid ; oa 
Zadok to Solomon. . Abijah only told Feroboam what wou’d 

Come to pafs. ; 

In the next Place, Who was it made Feroboam King ? 
It was the Congregation, the Voice of the People, to whom 
God never Gave any {uch Commiffion. As I think has been 
fufficiently Prov’d. It was the fame People who had before 
Rebell’d againft David, under Abfalom, and Shebaa Man of 
Belial, as he is Call’d, 2. Sam. xx. 1. The fame ten Tribes 
then follow’d him. And us'd the very fame Argument, 
and In the fame Words, as afterwards againft Reboboam. 
We have no Portion in David, neither have we Inheretance in 








the Son of Fefjes;Every Man to bis Tents,0 Ifracl. Said Sheba» 
The fame Words fays Feroboam, and the {amie tén Tribes. 1. 
Kin. xii. 16. It is Hard to think, That Belial Di@ated 
the one, and Ged the other. Or that God wou’d Write 
after Belial. And inthe fame Words ! 
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